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By ARTHUR KAPTAINIS. 


Gazette Music Critic 


‘The World Philharmonic Orches- 
tra performance of Beethoven's 
Ninth Symphony that was cheered 
by hundreds of Place des Arts pa- 
trons Monday night as a technolo, 
cal marvel came within a hair- 
breadth of total disaster, according 
to technicians and musicians work: 
ing backstage. 

Plans finalized less than 24 hours 
before curtain time called for choirs 
in Moscow, Geneva and San Francis- 
0, linked to Montreal by satellite, to 
sing along to a tape recording pre- 
pared at a Sunday rehearsal. 

But because the simple earphone 
worn by conductor Francoise Le- 
grand malfunctioned, the first half- 
minute of choral singing heard in 
Salle Wilfrid Pelletier was supplied 
by the Montreal Symphony Chorus 
from an upstairs rehearsal room, 
where it had been standing by in the 
event of a communications failure 

The earphone crisis, which 
plunged the performance into an 
agonizing silence of at least 20 sec- 
conds, was the climax of a series of 
technical snafus that had begun in 
rehearsal last Saturday. There it be- 
came apparent that the WPO's initial 
strategy for compensating for the 
delay entailed by satellite transmis- 
sions — to cue the foreign choirs a 
half-second before the Legrand gave 
her downbeats to the orchestra — 
was unworkable, 


Expect cuing 


“There was no way we could get 
near a level of accuracy that was 
even reasonable,” Iwan Edwards, 
the Montreal chorus master who was 
expected (0 do the cuing, said yes- 
terday. 

Edwards then suggested a sing-a- 
Tongreuing system using a tape of the 
final movement made with the MSO 


voria Orchestra barely 


averte 


“eit 


FRANGOISE LEGRAND 
Halt-second behind 


Chorus. This tape would be transmit- 
ted to the remote choirs a half sec. 


ond before it was fed to Legrand! 


‘Tempos would be worked out in ad- 
vance and Legrand would adhere tg 
them strictly. 

Much to the exasperation of the 
organizers and the 105 musicians 
who had been assembled for an extra 
Sunday rehearsal, this idea also 
failed when put to the test. 

“At this point the whole thing 
stood a very good chance of collaps- 
ing,” Edwards said. “We hadn't been 
through the complete movement, 
and we were performing it the next 
day.” 

Monday night, as the first choral 
entry of the symphony’s final move- 
ment approached, the tape was 
started and the remote choirs re- 
sponded as hoped. But Legrand could 


IWAN EDWARDS. 
Near collapse 


hear neither the tape nor any in- 
structions from the control box. She 
‘stood motionless on the podium, and 
the orchestra stopped playing 

Edwards immediately ran ftom 
the control box to the rehearsal 
room and told the MSO singers to 
ready themselves. Legrand, left with 
no option but to trust the f 


measure, gave a downbeat.; =... + 


Choir entered 


The Place des Arts audience ‘then 
heard a choir enter on cue, as did 
crowds watching closed-circuit 
broadcasts in London, Paris, Mos- 
cow and other cities, 5 

How the three foreign choirs man- 

_ ocuvred themselves back into the 

performance is still a mystery to the 

CBC French radio personnel who or- 

Ganized the FM broadcast of the per- 


safe~ 


*. mouths of some of them,” he 


d disaste 


“The tape’signal worked, so. the 
remote choirs started singing.”.CBC 
producer André Clerk said yester- 
day. “But they had monitors and:no- 
ticed that Legrand wasn’t conduct- 
ing, so they stopped.” : 

After the earphone malfugction, 
the tape was useless as a cuing 
mechanism. So the chorus masters in 
‘Moscow, Geneva and San Francisco 
simply followed Legrand on.their 
monitors and attempted to antici- 
pate her by a half-second, treating 
her upbeats as downbeats. '..'. 

Or so Clerk assumes, “This’Seéms 
to be the best hypothesis,” he said. 

When it was discovered that the 
remote choir signals were accepl- 
ably synchronized with the orches- 
tra, technicians reintroduced the sat- 

“ellite feed, about 30 seconds after 
the MSO Chorus had begun singing 
on its own. Thereafter the three 
choirs and the MSO Chorus’ were 
heard together, as a thin mix:over 
loudspeakers. : 

‘The final irony’of the WPO's mis- 
‘adventures is that the most simple 
solution to the satellite delay: prob- 


, Tem — asking the foreign choirs to: * 
anticipate Legrand intuitively 


was the successful one. The fig 
gret is that the MSO Chorus; whjeh 


‘salvaged the performance; received. £17 


no official recognition of its contti- 
bution, or, according to Iwan Ed- 
wards, any thanks. [5.74 ¢ 
“aIt’s left a bit a nasty Caste ip, the’ 


Be. 

‘And I can understand that” 
* There will be opportunities to-¢x. 
perience the’ performance agai, 
‘though presumably with the gap of 


silence sewn tight. Organizers have 


spoken of a recording, and thelcon- 
cert will be broadcast'on the (CBC 
television’ program Beaux -di- 
‘manches Jan. 22 at so 
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